ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Language is a very important means of communication. It is very difficult to think of a society without language. It sharpens people's thoughts and guides and controls their entire activity. It is a carrier of civilization and culture (Bolinger, 1968) . In the case of the mother tongue, the child learns it easily, due to the favourable environment and by the great amount of exposure to the language. But, learning a second language requires conscious efforts to learn it and the exposure to the second language in most cases is limited (Bose, 2007) . Majority of the students have favoured classroom instruction for the second language acquisition (James, 1996) . There are so many factors affect the process of learning a second language, including attitude, self-confidence, motivation, duration of exposure to the language, classroom conditions, environment, family background, and availability of competent teachers (Verghese, 2009) India, where majority of the people are farmers, have the poor background in education. Moreover, the income of majority of the families is not adequate. Hence, the parents are not interested in giving good education background to their children. In contrast, they are willing to engage the children in some jobs in order to earn money. This is the very basic reason and the affecting factor in teaching. Attitude is yet another affective factor in learning a second language. Attitude is the way that you think and feel about something. The successful acquisition of a second language seems to some extent, contingent upon learners' views of the language learning environment, the learning situation, and how they view the target language and its speakers (Narayanan et al., 2008) . Like the environment and attitude, teacher's competence is also a variable factor that affects the second language learning. He should be proficient in the language; his knowledge of and expertise in methods and techniques of language teaching should be of a reasonably high standard (Verghese, 2009 ).
Review
The major findings of the reviewed studies were: i) teachers experienced great difficulty in making students understand English (Jayashree, 1989) ; ii) there was significant relationship between the problems faced by the students in 
Significance of the Study
English is being treated as a world language because of its vast presence all over the world. At this juncture, learning English gains currency. Majority of Indian students, particularly from rural place considers this seven-letter word as a magical and a mystical word. The moment they hear something in English they start feel discomfort. Twelve years of school study do not make students mastery over English.
While they are in schools English is not taught properly. As majority of the students are hailed from rural areas, bilingual method is adopted in language classes. This method helps only to slow learners to some extent. Moreover, this act reduces the real learning process as a whole. To learn English requires constant practice and patience. The kind of feeling that prevails among students is that it is not possible to achieve fluency or mastery over English language. This kind of tendency prevents students from learning English. Most of the students study English from the examination point of view, so they are not able to produce even a single sentence without grammatical error.
Furthermore adequate practice is not given to students to learn a language. Exposure too is far less to them. The investigator has tried to analyse several problems in given a job.
In this context, causes of problems of higher secondary students in learning English is an important area for study as it would help the pupils identify the problems which will hinder their learning in English and also make them learn
English with ease and comfort.
Objectives
The objectives of the current study are: 
Method
This research aims at studying various causes for the problems in learning a second language. Hence this study involved data collection through survey method.
Population and Sample
The population was the students of +1 in the State Board Schools in Thoothukudi district, Tamil Nadu. From the population, 400 students comprised of 207 boys and 193 girls were selected as sample, following stratified random sampling technique. The selected sample was from rural and urban areas of Thoothukudi district.
Tool Used
The authors constructed a questionnaire on causes of 
Statistics Used
The collected data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation, Pearson product moment correlation, t-test, ANOVA, and Post hoc ANOVA test.
Data Analysis
It is inferred from Table 1 English news perceived more problems in learning ESL than those who listen news occasionally, daily and frequently. Also, the students who listen the news occasionally and daily perceived more problems than the students who listen English news frequently.
Recommendations
The government should often conduct in-service training to train the teachers to use English language in classrooms.
They should try to bring reforms in the pattern of examination. Separate marks could also be allotted to test the spoken language of the students. An attempt should also be made to give rewards to the rural students for those who performed well in English examination. Government should facilitate all schools with language laboratory. The They may also encourage them to listen to English news and to watch English programmes.
The mind of the students should always be ready to learn. 
